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WELCOME FROM THE REGISTRAR
Welcome to SIRM’s first ever newsletter! 

This has been an incredible year for SIRM. Firstly, 
we moved our centre into Ilford, a buzzing and 
cosmopolitan place. The area offers some great 
opportunities and allows us to be more conveniently 
located. Our management team has undergone 
something of a ‘facelift’ too as we harness our skills 
and experiences to sharpen our strategic plans over 
the next five years.

We have also gained further accreditations which endorses SIRM and enables 
us to develop our training programs. During the last few months we have 
been creating new partnerships and producing a new apprenticeship scheme 
in cyber security. There’s a huge skills gap in technology, especially cyber 
security and so training in this sector will be in great demand. Our team have 
been out and about as far as Munich and Redbridge Town Hall to spread the 
word about SIRM.  Over the coming months we will be supporting our new 
cyber security apprentices and offering courses in ESOL, IT and other subjects 
to local and international students. So, as much as we would love to draw 
breath after a very hectic few months, it is onwards and upwards!
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SIRM HAS MOVED!
In February this year we said farewell to our home in Docklands at Waterfront Studios and 
moved into Becketts House on Ilford Hill in Ilford, Redbridge. The move was prompted by our 
partnership with Brooklands College to provide apprenticeship training which requires us to 
have larger training areas.

Our new home in Ilford is amazing; we have a lot more office space and three dedicated 
training rooms, including a computer lab, which are light, airy and spacious. Whereas at 
Docklands we only had the DLR as our local transport we now have excellent transport links 
into London and Essex.  Our apprentices and learners will also benefit from the wide range of 
shops and eateries nearby.  We already really feel at home in Ilford. 

NEW SENIOR 
MANAGEMENT TEAM 
SPEARHEADS SIRM
In April the senior management team underwent a 
re-structure and they are now known as the School 
Advisory Board.  Steve Bispham is the Director of 
Administration, Junaid Elahi is the Registrar and 
Head of International Partnerships and Deborah 
Trayhurn is the Executive Dean.  Other Board 
members include Luciano Barbera, Jo Clemente 
and Bilal Alvi.  Together they provide SIRM with 
vital skills in organisational development and 
learning, academic management, international 
partnerships, HR and commercial acumen. 

They have created a five-year Business Plan 
which sets out SIRM’s goals and vision which 
is to create learning programs and develop 
academic partnerships that provide excellent 
training, produce highly satisfied students, ensure 
fantastic pass rates, help students to improve 
their employment prospects and increase our 
accreditations. 

“
SIRM’S MISSION: 
To encourage wide access to education 
and training by providing high quality 
teaching and learning, training and 
higher education experiences”

“
SIRM’S VISION: 
The School of Information Risk 
Management (SIRM) aspires to provide 
high quality and highly relevant courses 
which attract students and staff to 
benefit society and have national 
impact in the world of education”

NEWS
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SIRM GAINS FURTHER 
ACCREDITATIONS 
We worked really hard this year to obtain further accreditations that demonstrate our 
adherence to best practice and commitment to quality. This paid off as we were granted 
entry onto registers managed by the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA).  

First, we applied for entry onto the Register of Training Organisations (ROTO).  There is a 
pre-qualification process which we had to undergo, including due diligence questions and 
capacity and capability questions that we had to answer.  Having successfully entered the 
register we can now apply to compete for funding opportunities which would enable us to 
offer more training courses.  

 
In order to deliver apprenticeship training we needed to be included in the Register of 
Apprenticeship Providers (RoATP). This is a new entry route for organisations who want to 
deliver apprenticeship training and it’s designed to moderate the quality of apprenticeships 
and provide assurance to learners, employers and the Government.  The application process 
tested our due diligence, capabilities, quality and financial health to assess our capability 
to deliver high quality apprenticeship training. We are delighted to have been successful in 
gaining entry into both ESFA Registers as these registers act as quality marks and we believe 
they act as trust signals to all our stakeholders. 

We also acquired ASIC accreditation this year.  ASIC is the Accreditation Services for 
International Colleges and it is an independent, government approved accreditation body 
specialising in the accreditation of educational institutions, training organisations and 
distance education providers in the UK and abroad.  ASIC accreditation is an internationally 
well known quality standard for training providers and is recognised by the Home Office in 
the UK.  We underwent a rigorous assessment process; our administration systems, quality of 
teaching, training resources, student support, management and premises were all thoroughly 
inspected and evaluated.  The review found that we met the required standards and we were 
granted ASIC accreditation.  This independent endorsement demonstrates to national and 
international students that SIRM is a high quality training provider. 
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SIRM SPONSORS 
ISACA EUROCACS 

CONFERENCE

CYBERSECURITY NEXUS CSX 2017 
EUROPE CONFERENCE 

This year we sponsored ISACA’s EuroCacs 2017 Conference 
which was held in Munich in May.  The conference was Europe’s 
premier vehicle for the dissemination of cyber security topics 
such as  audit/assurance, COBIT, compliance, risk, security 
and governance. Latest techniques and methodologies were 
discussed and shared at all levels of expertise.  One of the 
presentations highlighted the top ten cyber security risks which 
included malware, human action, passwords and unreliable 
external technology such as cloud outages.  Recent surveys are 
suggesting that the skills gap in cyber security is 1.5 to 1.9 million 
and increasing.  It was a great opportunity for us to participate 
in the conference as it gave us exposure to the cyber security 
market in Europe and we were able to gain vital information that 
helps us to develop our cyber security training programs. 

We sponsored this year’s CSX Europe Conference on 
30 and 31 October, held at the Intercontinental Hotel 
at the O2.  Organised by one of our key partners, 
ISACA, we attended the event to promote our training 
offerings in cyber security.  Industry leaders provided 
delegates with sessions focused on the latest and 
most effective training, tools and tactics in cyber 
security. Attendees were able to earn up to 32 CPE 
(Continuing Professional Education) hours, gained 
valuable insight and had an opportunity to meet 
with colleagues facing the same challenges. ISACA 
certification holders are required to earn 120 CPE 
credit hours over a three year period.

About 300 people from across the world attended the 
event.  We spoke to people from Guernsey, Reading, 
Namibia, Chicago, Kenya, Copenhagan and Latvia.  It 
was really interesting to hear what the delegates had 
to say about the workshops and keynote speeches 
and about their local markets.  We spoke to two 
people from Namibia who said that it is only in the last 

two years that universities are offering undergraduate 
courses in cyber security.  

We promoted all our cyber security training 
programmes at the event and many people were 
interested in the ATHE Level 7 Diploma in Information 
Security and Assurance and the forthcoming MSC 
course.  

However, the real highlight of the event for us was 
when our 27 apprentices attended the keynote 
speech on Tuesday 31 October. The speaker was Raj 
Samani, Chief Scientist, McAfee Fellow at McAfree, 
and he talked about the very latest in the fight against 
cyber crime.  All the apprentices found the talk really 
interesting and they posed up a storm afterwards 
for a group photo. Our huge thanks to ISACA for 
arranging for our apprentices to attend and for kindly 
giving them a complimentary bag to go home with 
afterwards. 

EVENTS
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WORK REDBRIDGE 
JOBS AND  

TRAINING FAIR
As part of getting to know our new neighbours and 
location we attended the Work Redbridge Jobs 
and Training Fair in Redbridge Town Hall, Ilford, in 
September.  This is an annual drop in event which aims 
to bring local employers and people looking for work 
or training together.  A diverse range of employers 
attended including Amazon, Jewish Care, Avon and 
Adecco.  All the available space available was taken up 
by employers and training organisations. 

We thought it would be a great chance for us to build 
a local presence and promote our new apprenticeship 
scheme in cyber security.   We were certainly right 

about that!  Most of the time we were swamped by 
enquirers who were very keen to know more about 
their new local training provider.  Given the recent 
cyber attacks on the NHS people were intrigued 
to learn more about a career in cyber security.  We 
distributed about 50 leaflets on the day and several 
people actually followed up by filling in application 
forms and attending interviews for the apprenticeship.  
We were delighted that by attending the Fair we 
could offer this opportunity to local people and begin 
developing a relationship with Redbridge Council 
who organised the Fair.  

 

 
Earlier in the year we secured a partnership 
with Brooklands College to provide 27 Level 4 
apprenticeships in Cyber Security.  We marketed the 
course and found an amazing and diverse range of 
apprentices ranging from 17 to 64 years of age.  It 
just proves that there is no age limit to learning!  
Several of these people have IT experience and were 
really enthusiastic to further these skills and others 
welcomed the opportunity to start their career path. 
 

One of our partners The Centre of Excellence in Cyber 
Security, Governance, Risk and Compliance (CGRC) 
is providing the placements for the apprentices.  
CGRC is a multi disciplinary hub of a diverse range of 
professionals who offer expertise in cyber governance, 
risk and compliance through research and training.   
 
Based in Pakistan, Dubai and Africa they are now 
opening their first European and UK office in Ilford in 
Caxton Place, just behind SIRM.  This is a really exciting 
time for CGRC and the apprentices and we are very 
happy to be playing a role in supporting them. 

COURSES

CGRC AND  
APPRENTICESHIPS

Junaid Elahi meeting with  
Allan Boardman of CGRC
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I grew up in Essex and went to school in Romford.  I’ve 
always been fascinated by IT and took it as a GCSE 
and an A level.  However, when I left school I really 
thought I wanted to go into accountancy. I went 
to Middlesex University to study accounting and 
finance, but I felt that accounting and finance did 
not define what I wanted to do so I left the course 
and decided to focus on computing in particular 
programming. I’ve always been into cyber security as 
well as learning techniques such as data penetration 
testing and reading Big Data has always excited me.  

I enrolled on courses in Systems and Networking 
which gave me insights into the hardware all our PCs 
have.  Following this I started a BSc (Hons) in Computer 
Games Programming at London Metropolitan 
University.  I really enjoyed this course; especially as I 
found that my main interest lay in programming and 
understanding network programming using C++ 
and Direct 9.

While at school and university I supported myself 
by working in a supermarket, but I wanted to gain 
more experience in working in IT, particularly in IT 
support and as a developer so I worked on a paid 
and freelance basis as an IT Support Technician and 

Developer.  I still wanted to get a more challenging IT 
role where I could continue to learn so when I saw the 
advert for SIRM’s cyber security apprenticeship I got 
straight on the phone to find out more.  I’m delighted 
to have been accepted onto the cyber security 
apprenticeship course as it gives me the chance to 
build on my knowledge of programming and learn 
more about how hackers get into programmes and 
learn to prevent cyber attacks.  I know that the salaries 
for cyber security technologists are great and that is 
a bonus, so I can support my family better. However, 
for me, the course is more about gaining more 
knowledge. As I have a desire to grow my knowledge.

After this apprenticeship I would like to get a job 
as a cyber security  analyst or work for CGRC and 
progress my career as far as possible while learning 
more skills. So far it has been a great adventure 
and meeting different people who share the same 
fascination is great.  I aim to keep a clear goal in mind 
and progress as much as I can.  I am very grateful for 
the opportunity that I have and would like to tell 
anyone who is thinking of learning cyber security 
that it is worth it. Just remember hard work is always 
worth cherishing, let us all reach success and catch a 
shooting star.

ASAD NADEEM RAJA, 30
IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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